
BELIEVE OR OBEY

Over the years I have quite often heard the discussion about whether we
receive salvation by obedience or by faith. Let's look at these clear bible

verses in Romans and see what they say!

Rom 1:16 20cNT For I am not ashamed of the Good News; it is the power
of God which brings Salvation to every one who believes in Christ…..

Rom 3:20-22 EasyEnglish 20 Nobody can become completely right with
God because they have obeyed Moses’ rules. Those rules only cause
people to know clearly how sinful they themselves are. 21 But now God
has shown the way that he will accept people as right with himself. This
way does not need Moses’ rules. But Moses’ rules, and the prophets’
messages, told us about this new way. 22 God accepts people as right with
himself because they believe Jesus Christ. God does this for every person
who believes Christ. There is no difference between people.

Rom 3:28 20cNT For we conclude that a man is pronounced righteous on
the ground of faith, quite apart from obedience to Law.

Rom 4:3 EasyEnglish Remember what the Old Testament says. It says:
‘Abraham believed God and, as a result, God accepted Abraham as right
with himself.

Rom 4:9b EasyEnglish But God will accept any person. God accepted
Abraham as right with him because Abraham believed God. That is what
we have been saying.

Rom 4:24 & 25 EasyEnglish  24They are speaking also about us. If we
believe God, he will accept us as right with him. We must believe that God
raised our Lord Jesus. God raised Jesus, so that he became alive again
after his death. 4:25  God sent Jesus to die because of the wrong things



that we have done. And God raised Jesus so that we could become right
with God.

Rom 5:1-2 EasyEnglish 1 So now God has accepted us as right because
we believe him. And, as a result, we are friends with God because of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Also, Jesus Christ has caused us to know how very
good and kind God is. He has done that because we believe him. And we
know that God is continuing to be very kind to us. Also, we are hoping
certainly to live always with God, who is so very great and good. We are
sure that we will live with him always. So, we are very happy.

Rom 5:9-10 EasyEnglish 9 So now, because Christ died, God accepts us
as right with himself. And even more certainly, Christ will save us so that
God will not punish us for always. 10 While we were still God’s enemies,
God’s Son died. He died so that we could become God’s friends. So, even
more certainly, now that we are God’s friends, his Son will save us. Christ
will save us because he is alive.

Rom 6:22 EasyEnglish But now God has made you free from sin. You have
become God’s slaves. That is helping you because God is making you
completely good and clean. And the result will be that you will live with him
always.

Rom 7:6 EasyEnglish But now we have become free from the rules that
God gave to Moses. We have died to those rules, which were making us
like people in prison. So now we are not still trying to obey rules that
someone has written down. We are not trying to be God’s servants in the
old way like that. Instead, we are God’s servants in a new way, because we
obey his Spirit.

Rom 7:14-25 EasyEnglish 14 The rules that God gave to Moses are
spiritual. We know that. But I am human. I am like a slave because sin has
authority over me. 15 I do not understand what I do. I do not do the things
that I want to do. Instead, I do the things that I hate. 16 I do not want to do
the wrong things that I do. So, this shows something about me. I am



agreeing that God’s rules are good. It shows that. 17 So, it is not really I
myself who am doing these wrong things. Instead, it is sin that lives in me.
Sin makes me do wrong things. 18 There is nothing good in me, in the
human person that I am. I know that. I want to do what is good. But I am
unable to do it. 19 I do not do the good things that I want to do. Instead, I
continue to do the bad things that I do not want to do. 20 I do not want to
do the things that I do. So this shows something about me. It is not really I
myself who am doing these bad things. Instead, it is sin that lives in me. Sin
makes me do bad things. 21 So, it is clear that what always happens is
this. When I want to do good things, I am able only to do bad things. 22
Deep inside myself, I really love God’s rules and I want to obey them. 23
So, my mind tells me to obey God’s rules. But I know also that something
else always happens in me. Something in every part of me fights against
what my mind tells me. It rules what my body does. It makes me like a
slave, because I cannot stop being sinful. 24 This makes me so very sad! I
need someone to make me free from this body, which is causing me to die.
25 I thank God that, because of Jesus Christ, our Lord, I can be free! So
then, with my mind I myself want to obey God’s rules. But, at the same
time, the human person that I am cannot stop being sinful.

Rom 8:1-2 EasyEnglish 1 So now God will never decide that Christ’s
people are not good enough. God will never say that about people who are
united with Christ Jesus. He will never decide that he should punish them
for always. 2 The reason is that God’s Spirit has made me free. God’s
Spirit, who causes us to live because of Christ Jesus, has made me free.
God’s Spirit makes me free so that I can stop being sinful. He makes me
free from the power of death.

Rom 10:4 EasyEnglish God gave his rules to Israel’s people for a purpose.
But Christ has finished that purpose. He has caused those rules to come to
an end. So now, every person who believes Christ becomes right with God.

Rom 10:9-10 EasyEnglish 9 This message explains how God will save you.
It explains what you must do. You yourself must say very seriously to
people: ‘Jesus is Lord.’ Also, you must believe deep inside yourself that



God raised him, to make him alive again after his death. 10 We must
believe this deep inside ourselves, and as a result, God will accept us as
right with himself. We must tell people: ‘Jesus is Lord’, and as a result, God
will save us.

Rom 12:1-2 EasyEnglish 1 My Christian friends, God has been so very
good and kind to us. That is the reason why I am asking you very strongly
to offer your bodies to him. Bring your bodies to him, as a sacrifice that is
still alive. Give yourselves to him completely, so that he may be happy
because of you. That is how you can really worship God. 2 Do not let
yourselves be like the people who belong to this world. But instead, let God
change how you think. Then you will become new people. You will be able
to understand what God wants you to do. You will understand what is good.
You will understand what makes God happy. And you will understand how
to live completely as God wants you to live.

Rom 12:16-17 EasyEnglish 16 Be kind to each other, and try always to
agree and to be friends with each other. Do not think that you yourselves
are better or more important than other people. Instead, be happy to be
friends with people who are not great or important. Do not think that you
yourselves know everything. 17 If someone has done bad things to you, do
not do bad things back to them. Try to do always what is good. So then all
people will know that you do good things.

Rom 13:8-10 EasyEnglish 8 Always pay your debts to people. You should
have one debt only, which is this. You must always love each other. Anyone
who loves other people has obeyed all of God’s rules. 9 God’s rules say
this: ‘Do not have sex with anyone who is not your own wife or your own
husband. Do not kill anyone. Do not rob anyone. Do not want things that
are other people’s.’ [Exodus 20:13-15, 17 and Deuteronomy 5:17-19, 21]
All these rules, and all the other rules, are really only one rule. That one
rule is: ‘Love every other person the same as you love yourself.’ 10 If you
love other people, you will never do anything bad to them. So, anyone who
loves other people has obeyed all God’s rules.



These verses clearly show that we receive salvation because we
believe in Jesus, not because we obey the Law!


