
1st Century Christianity VS. Today

You may remember a few weeks ago that I asked you if you had any thoughts as to
why so many people in the first century became Christians when it was a brand
new religion and it was being so heavily persecuted. I was questioning whether
there were differences in teaching and attraction in the Bible versus today when it
is said so many people are turning away from Christianity. I read thru the Gospels
and Acts in addition to other books trying to find answers, if there were any.
Following is what I noticed.

I did not see any reference to church building programs or maintenance or
management of such things.  Jesus taught on the streets and hillsides as well as in
the Jewish temples but when the crowds of thousands came there was not a rush to
get a roof over their head. In fact when he sent the 72 disciples out to surrounding
towns to proclaim the Kingdom he told them to stay in the homes of people there.

I question if having buildings and grounds and debt to maintain today might take too much time,
thought and money away from Kingdom proclaiming ?

Jesus sought the company of the poor, downtrodden, the meek, the humble, those
that mourned and sinners. The beatitudes speaks of this, Mat 5. He did not seek out
the wealthy or the religious leaders. In fact Jesus pronounced 9 woes on the leaders
in Matthew 23 and said it will be difficult for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God.

I think that today the church denominations and individual churches and mega churches seek the
wealthy to plan, manage and direct their operations. Also I think that Americans in general
might be prosperous/capable enough to make it on their own and not be so dependent on God? I
have heard that poorer third world countries are often easier to evangelize.

The first century potential followers of Christ had a constant flow of miracles to see and believe.
In fact it is mentioned that so many people were coming to see Jesus and be healed that He had
to stop going into towns. Luke 1:45 and 6:17-19.

Many if not most denominations today say that miracles ceased at the end of the first century as
the Apostles died. Much of the church organization today does not even believe in miracles! It
seems that miracles are rare today because belief in them is rare. If you read the heros of faith



series you will read of many miracles done be faithful Christians! I don't think miracles have
changed, I think that many people have grown cold and are no longer good conduits for His
miracles.

Jesus said His mission was to preach the Kingdom of Heaven/God. Luke 4:43-44
the Kingdom was spoken of in the parable of the hidden treasure and great pearl.
Matthew 13:44. It is the gospel of the Kingdom that is to be preached in all of the
world and then the end will come. Matthew 24:14.

I rarely ever hear a sermon preached on the Kingdom. If it was important enough to be Jesus'
purpose to proclaim I think it must be detrimental to the health of modern christianity in not
teaching it.

In the first century Jesus taught he was the son of God, never did He preach that He
was God the son. John 5:14-47, 6:25-29, 7:16 & 17 and Mark 10 :17 & 18, 3:7, 5:7
and 9:7 as examples.
During the first few hundred years after Christ's death the concept of the trinity, which is not
taught in the Bible, was developed, making Jesus God. The beautiful expression of God's 1ove
for us in John 3:16 makes no sense if God sent himself. I think that blurs and distorts what the
Bible teaches about Jesus and blunt's the spearhead of Christ`s truth.

In the Bible virtually every new believer was baptized immediately for the
remission of their sins. Acts 2:38-41, Acts 8:12, Acts 16:33, Acts 22:16 etc. When
we are baptized into Christ we have clothed ourselves in Christ, Galations 3:27.
Baptism is critical to the saving experience 1 Peter 3:21.

Many, if not most denominations today do not believe that baptism is an important step in
salvation. They often say, invite Jesus into your heart and say the sinners pray. Some have
infants sprinkled.  None of which are mentioned in the Bible. I think this departure from 1st
century beliefs could be  a critical problem.

In the book of Acts 2:42-end and Acts 4:32-37 it is written how Christian's were to
be living in the first century. They devoted themselves to the common life of the
church, breaking bread and praying. Believers sold all of their possessions and held
everything in common. Every day they devoted themselves to meeting in the
temple,breaking bread with simple hearted gladness,praising God and winning the
goodwill of all the people. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-27 says Christian's are to always



be joyful,never cease to pray, do not quench the Spirit, give thanks to God, cling to
what is good, shun every form of evil,etc.

I think it would be quite attractive to non Christian's today if they saw Christians living
that way…..living out the greatest of all commandments, loving God with all of our heart,
mind and soul and loving our neighbors as ourselves.


